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Dolan Pond Conservation >1mo
West Newton, MA

Auburndale Ave

Friends om, Dolan Pond
dolanpond@aol.com
www.dolanpond

, .org
(617) 969-6222




Dolan Pond Conservation Area
West Newton, MA

A 1895 naturalist's resource survey report concluded that Dolan Pond Conservation Area provides unigue habitat for both
wildlife and a variely of plant species that are rare within the City of Newton. Alihou%h onclfl 8 acres in extont, the area
provides a mosaic of environmental conditions that encourages biological diversity. Included among the plant species of
special significance found growing in the area are netted chain fem, Atlantic white cedar, round leaved sundew, swamp
milkweed, poison sumac, and cotlon grass. Althought the majority of the conservation area is dominated by red maple
swamp, the interspersion of open water, scrub/shrub thickets and wet meadow/vegetated swales provides for a rich wildlife
habitat. VVading birds such as green heron, waterfow! (e.g. mailards, woed duck, and green winged teal) and many species
of watblers have been observed at Dolan Pond Conservation Area. Aquatic area rgrovrde habitat for amphibians and snakes.
The 1995 report stated that Dolan Pond was a "very special jewel with the City of Newton's open space system.”
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Dolan Pond consists of & acres of wetlands fraversed-by-paths-and-footbridyes, and is ideal Tor Walking, bird watching, nature
study, and ice skating (Quinn/Dolan Ponds are quite shallow allowing quick freeze -over in season). Itis managed by the
Newton Conservation Commisssion (contact Martha Homn, City Environmental Planner at City Hall Planning Dept.). In 1979,
the city acquired the privately owned portions with aid of state funds. The area was destined for housing plots. There are
entrances to paths from Auburndale Ave, Stratford Rd, Cumberland Rd (North/South), and Webster Park. Many commercial
street maps incorrectly show sireets running through the areal Parking is available on Webster Park, Cumberiand Rd. and

Stratford Rd.

Dolan Pond Conservation Area has 4 Ponds: Dolan Pond (westem part formerly owned by Charles Dolan), Quinn Pond
ggastem end formerly owned by Catherine Quinn, sometimes called "Secret Pond"), Banana Pond (the central pond with a
otbridge; it's shaped like a banana and is the deepest of the ponds), and Irene’s Pond (a small pond to the right when

entering from Webster Park).

Over 130 species of birds have been observed at Dolan Pond (including prothonotary warbler, worrn-eating warbler, louisiana
waterthrush, long-billed dowitcher, ruffed grouse, and white-eyed virec). Over 25 different species have nested here. A wood
duck nesting program was begun in the fall of 1998 (2 each on Quinn and Dolan, 1 on Banana). The area supports one the
largest coyote populations in Newton. Nearby residents are advised to keer cafs and small dogs in at night. As part of the
Newton Pride V\ildflower [nitiative, native wildflowers have been planted including marsh marigeld, blue-flag iris, cardinal
flower, new england aster, blue vervain, swamp mitkweed, monkey flower, jacobs's ladder, and obedient plant. Local citizens,
teachers, students, and parents have been involved in wood chipping the paths, wildflower plantings, weed removal, cleanup
day, bird/nature walks, nestbox programs, and signage.

For further info please contact Friends of Dolan Pond (969-6222, DolanPond@aol.com, htip://dolanpond.8m.com)
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Equipment: field kit, notebook, etc, EXTRA WAT[R (2 QUARTS), A BIG
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DOL AN POND

Today, we’ll be hiking to Dolan Pond, an eight acre wetland in
Auburndale. The exciting history: "Dolan Pond was originally part
of an active farm owned by the Dolan family. In 1979, the city of
Newton acquired the privately owned portions with aid of state
funds."

The hike is a super extra long hike, so it is really important

to bring lots of water. You should wear 2 pairs of sock in your
hiking boots to prevent blisters! Get used to this!

What is a wetland???? Although there is no specific definition, all
wetlands have 2 common characteristics:

l.their soil is periodically saturated with or covered by water
2, they contain plants which can tolerate such conditions

NON-TIDAL wetlands occur along streams, lakes, and PONDS.  (Tidal
wetlands are affected by the tides, like the Kittery marsh)

There are 3 types of non-tidal wetlands:
EMERGENT :
SCRUB SHRUB:
FORESTED:

You will be able to fill in these definitions by the end of the'
trip. Here’s a hint: they relate to the stages of pond/forest
succession.

IMPORTANCE OF WETLANDS:
1. sustain thousands of organisms/life forms

2. resting places for migrating birds
3. purify water
4, prevent flooding, erosion

FUN FACTS: 11 million acres of wetlands have been drained for
agricultural and real-estate purposes. Question: what do Newton
South and Disney World have in common?

THIS WILL BE AN AWESOME TRIP. BY THE WAY, THERE IS A SURPRISE
INVOLVED. WE MAY HAVE A SUPER COOL GUEST JOIN US!!!!!!
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Leader: PAM MAHONEY (5627-5831) TRIPSLIP 7

July 12, 1994

Equipment: field kit, notebook, etc, EXTRA WATER (2 QUARTS) A BIG

LUNCH, WEAR 2 PAIRS OF SOCKS, AND BRING 5 b2 /
Vol (.Z?A’W/N&ng 7

Times: 9 to 3 BEWARE THAT THE TRIP ENDS AT 3:00, NOT 2:00!!!'!!!

DOL AN POND

Today, we’ll be hiking to Dolan Pond, an eight acre wetland in
Auburndale. The exciting history: "Dolan Pond was originally part
of an active farm owned by the Dolan family. In 1979, the city of
Newton acquired the privately owned portions with aid of state
funds."”

The hike is a super extra long hike, so it is really important
to bring lots of water. You should wear 2 pairs of sock in your
hiking boots to prevent blisters! Get used to this!

What is a wetland???? Although there is no specific definition, all
wetlands have 2 common characteristics:

l.their soil is periodically saturated with or covered by water
2. they contain plants which can tolerate such conditions

NON-TIDAL wetlands occur along streams, lakes, and PONDS. (Tidal
wetlands are affected by the tides, like the Kittery marsh)

There are 3 types of non-tidal wetlands:
EMERGENT :
SCRUB SHRUB:
FORESTED

You will be able to fill in these definitions by the end of the
trip. Here’s a hint: they relate to the stages of pond/forest
succession.

IMPORTANCE OF WETLANDS:
1. sustain thousands of organisms/life forms
2. resting places for migrating birds
3. purify water
4, prevent flooding, erosion

FUN FACTS: 11 million acres of wetlands have been drained for
agricultural and real-estate purposes. Question: what do Newton
South and Disney World have in common?

THIS WILL BE AN AWESOME TRIP. BY THE WAY, THERE IS A SURPRISE
INVOLVED. WE MAY HAVE A SUPER COOL GUEST JOIN UsS!!!ti!
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Dolan Pond Conservation Area
West Newton, MA

A 1995 naturalist's resource survey retﬁort concluded that Dolan Pond Conservation Area provides unique habitat for both
wildlife and a variety of plant species that are rare within the City of Newton. Alfhou%h onc!?' 8 acres in extent, the area
provides a mosaic of environmental conditions that encourages biological diversity. Included among the plant species of
special significance found growing in the area are netted chain fern, Atlantic white cedar, round leaved sundew, swamp
milkweed, poison sumac, and cotton grass. Althought the majority of the conservation area is dominated by red maple
swamp, the interspersion of open water, scrub/shrub thickets and wet meadow/vegetated swales provides for a rich wildlife
habitat. VWading birds such as green heron, waterfowl (e.g. mallards, wood duck, and green win?ed teal) and many species
of warblers have heen observed at Dolan Pond Conservalion Area. Aquatic area provide habitat for amphibians and snakes.
The 1995 report stated that Dolan Pond was a "very special jewel wilh the City of Newion's open space system.”
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Dolan Pond consists of 8 acres of wetlands-traversed-by-paths-and-footbridges; and is ideal Tor walking, bird waiching, nature
study, and ice skating (Quinn/Dolan Ponds are quite shallow allowing quick freeze -over in season). It is managed by the
Newton Conservation Commisssion (contact Martha Homn, City Environmental Planner at City Hall Planning Dept.). In 1979,
the city acquired the privately owned portions with aid of state funds. The area was destined for housing plots. There are
enfrances to paths from Aubumndale Ave, Stratford Rd, Cumberland Rd (North/South), and VWebster Park. Many commercial
street maps incorrectly show streets running through the area! Parking is available on Webster Park, Cumberland Rd. and

Stratford Rd.

Dolan Pond Conservation Area has 4 Ponds: Dolan Pond (westem part formerly owned by Charles Dolan), Quinn Pond
;eastern end formerly owned by Catherine Quinn, sometimes called "Secret Pond"), Banana Pond (the central pond with a
ootbridge; it's shaped like a banana and is the deepest of the ponds), and Irene’s Pond (a small pond to the right when

entering from VWebster Park).

Over 130 species of birds have been observed at Dolan Pond (including prothonotary warbler, worm-eating warbler, louisiana
waterthrush, long-hilled dowitcher, ruffed grouse, and white-eyed vireo). Over 25 different species have nested here. A wood
duck nesting program was begun in the fall of 1998 (2 each on Quinn and Dolan, 1 on Banana). The area supports one the
largest coyote populations in Newton. Nearby residents are advised to keei) cats and small dogs in at night. As part of the
Newton Pride Wildflower Initiative, native wildflowers have been planted including marsh marigold, biue-flag iris, cardinal
flower, new england aster, blue vervain, swamp milkweed, monkey flower, jacobs's ladder, and obedient plant. Local citizens,
teachers, students, and parents have been involved in wood chipping the paths, wildflower plantings, weed:removal, cleanup
day, bird/nature walks, nestbox programs, and signage.

11

For further info please contact Friends of Dolan Pond (969-6222, DolanPond@aocl.com, http://dolanpond.8m.com)
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